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During the 39th session of the Human 
Rights Council, on September 18, the NGO 
WG on HREL organized a Side Event titled 
“World Programme for Human Rights 
Education, Fourth Phase: Empowering 
youth to building just, peaceful and 
resilient societies” co-sponsored by the 
States Platform on Human Rights 
Education and Training (comprising Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Italy, Morocco, The 
Philippines, Senegal, Slovenia and 
Thailand) and  UNESCO Geneva Liaison 
Office. 
Around 50 people from governments, UN 
agencies and NGOs attended the side 
event. 
 
Background 
 
1. In its resolution 36/12, the Human 
Rights Council requested the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) to seek the views 
of States, national human rights 
institutions, civil society organizations and 
other relevant stakeholders on the target 
sectors, focus areas or thematic human 
rights issues for the fourth phase of the 
World Programme for Human Rights 
Education, bearing in mind possible 
synergies with the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and other 
relevant initiatives on human rights 

education and training, and to submit a 
report thereon to the Council at its thirty-
ninth session.  

2. Following the consultation launched on 
16 March 2018 by the Office of the High 
Commissioner, the report A/HRC/39/35 
presented at the current session, 
summarizes the views of all these 
stakeholders. It also includes information 
on the side event held during the thirty-
seventh session of the Human Rights 
Council organized by the Working Group 
on Human Rights Education and Learning 
of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative 
Relationship with the United Nations. The 
Side Event, titled “World Programme for 
Human Rights Education: what focus for 
the fourth phase?” was co-sponsored by 
the States Platform on Human Rights 
Education and Training in the Human 
Rights Council (Brazil, Costa Rica, Italy, 
Morocco, Philippines, Senegal, Slovenia 
and Thailand) and the UNESCO Liaison 
Office in Geneva. More than 75 
representatives of States, international 
organizations, academia and civil society 
organizations participated in the event.  

4. The adoption of the focus of the fourth 
Phase of the World Programme was to be 
agreed upon and decided by the States 
Platform during the thirty-ninth session. 
On this occasion, the Working Group 
wanted like to underline the fundamental 
role Human Rights Education plays in 
building inclusive, just and peaceful 
societies. If the views expressed in the 
OHCHR report by all stakeholders 
reflected the diversity of approaches and 
priorities of respondents, often based on 
specific national and regional contexts, 
the majority of the respondents indicated 
youth as a priority sector for the fourth 
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phase of the World Programme. 

The main objectives of the side-event 
were: 
 
1. To bring and share among Member 
States, relevant intergovernmental 
organizations including UNESCO, national 
human rights institutions and civil society, 
ideas and approaches that could be useful 
for the implementation of the 4th Phase of 
the WPHRE regarding the selected theme: 
“Empowering youth to building just, 
peaceful and resilient societies”. 
 
2. As respondents to the consultation also 
indicated groups and individuals in 
vulnerable situations as possible target 
sectors like girls and children who were 
referred to specifically as populations to 
be prioritized, the side-event would like to 
have a specific focus on these as well.  
 
3. Take this opportunity to emphasize the 
importance of continuing the 
implementation of human rights 
education programmes in the sectors 
covered by the three previous phases, 
most of whose points in their plans of 
action refer directly to the youth 
population.  
 
4. Launch of the Interactive website of the 
Exhibition on Human Rights Education 
which was presented at the HRC in 2017 
and which is a useful tool to help all 
stakeholders, and particularly the young 
population, to know, understand and step 
for their human rights. 
 
Ms. Claire de Lavernette, OIDEL 
Representative to the United Nations and 
Chair of the WG on HREL, welcomed 

participants, remarking the theme and 
objectives of the side event.  
M. Abdulaziz Almuzaini, Director of 
UNESCO Geneva Liaison Office, opened 
the panel discussion emphasizing on the 
very timely debate which would take 
place in the context of the 70th 
anniversary of the UN Declaration on 
Human Rights and on-going 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and especially 
Goal 4.7.   
 
He highlighted that those deliberations 
had contributed to the emergence of a 
common position for the 4th Phase of the 
World Programme (2020-2024), well 
reflected in the latest Report of the High 
Commissioner, as well as in the Draft 
Resolution negotiated by the Member 
States and to be adopted by the Human 
Rights Council. It suggested that “Youth” 
be the focus in the next chapter of 
collective work in the promotion of 
human rights education. He stressed that 
Youth, who make up more than 25 per 
cent of the world’s population, are true 
agents of change and the driving force for 
building just, peaceful and resilient 
societies.  
 
Teaching human rights to young people 
and developing their capacity for critical 
thinking would enable them to better 
exercise their fundamental rights and 
freedoms; build resistance to violent 
extremist messages; reduce their 
vulnerabilities; and support the skills 
needed to become productive and 
responsible global citizens. M. Almuzaini 
informed that UNESCO recognized this 
reality, and therefore prioritized its work 
with and for youth across all its 
programmes. He also reminded that the 
Organization’s work was guided by 
UNESCO’s Operational Strategy on Youth 
(2014-2021), which provided the 
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framework for constructive partnerships 
with youth organizations and youth-
related stakeholders.  
 
He further added that within its Global 
Citizenship Education Programme, 
UNESCO was committed to promote 
innovative approaches to empower young 
learners to assume active roles to face 
and resolve global challenges.  
 
He then explained that UNESCO aimed at 
instilling in learners the values, attitudes 
and behaviours that supported 
responsible global citizenship: creativity, 
innovation, a shared sense of humanity, 
respect for diversity, solidarity and 
commitment to peace, human rights and 
sustainable development. In this 
endeavour, it was crucial to expand 
cooperation among all stakeholders, 
including States, UN agencies, civil society 
groups and youth organizations to enable 
youth to seek new opportunities to learn 
and work together for a better future. 
While an upgraded focus on youth for the 
4th phase was much welcome, we should 
also reinforce and expand the 
achievements made over the last three 
phases of the World Programme.  
 
M. Almuzaini concluded his presentation 
by saying that sustainability of UNESCO’s 
efforts in support of human rights 
education through basic and secondary 
education, through teacher training and 
through media, remained a vital 
imperative.  
 
Klemen Ponikvar, Permanent Mission of 
Slovenia to the United Nations and other 
International Organisations in Geneva, 
States Platform on Human Rights 
Education and Training, introduced briefly 
the Platform advocating for Human Rights 
Education in the Human Rights Council. 
He presented the main points of the 

resolution, which determined the focus of 
the fourth phase of the World Programme 
on Human Rights Education should be on 
youth. 
  
The resolution also requests the OHCHR 
to prepare the Plan of Action for the 
fourth phase of the World Programme 
(2020-2024). M. Ponikvar added that the 
negotiations went smoothly, stating that 
there was genuine support for HRE among 
many States and informed the 
participants that the Platform had asked 
States to join the initiative and co-sponsor 
it.  
 
M. Ponikvar underlined that Slovenia was 
a strong promoter of Human Rights 
Education and that it had been very 
relevant to launch an exhibition on 
Human Rights Education last year at the 
March session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, which highlighted the 
power of human rights education in 
transforming lives. He further added that 
It would be pertinent to present it in other 
spheres and that the website which was 
to be launched at the end of this event 
was a very good initiative in this sense. 
 
He reminded the audience also about 
Slovenia’s project entitled “Our Rights”, 
which consisted of a booklet for children, 
teaching them about their rights. M. 
Ponikvar indicated that it had been shown 
to more than 200.000 children in 26 
countries and translated in 22 languages, 
so largely distributed.  
 
Whereas it was important to continue 
working on the upcoming 4th phase, of the 
World Programme, it was also crucial to 
continue working on the implementation 
of the three previous phases. He also 
mentioned that there had been national 
consultations and discussions within the 
Government in Slovenia on the substance 
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of the next phase. Recommendations 
went in line with those given by some 
other member states for example focus 
on youth, equal opportunity in the context 
of refugees and migrants, and first and 
foremost how HRE can contribute towards 
making societies more resilient and foster 
better solidarity.  
 

 
 
Ms. Gianna Sanchez-Moretti, Associate 
Human Rights Officer, Methodology, 
Education and Training, OHCHR, gave an 
overview of the OHCHR consultations on 
the focus of the fourth phase of the World 
Programme for Human Rights Education. 
 
She reminded that building on the 
achievements of the United Nations 
Decade for Human Rights Education 
(1995-2004), the World Programme for 
Human Rights Education was proclaimed 
in December 2004 (by GA Resolution 
59/113 A), and that States then reaffirmed 
their conviction that human rights 
education was a long-term and lifelong 
process by which everyone learns 
tolerance and respect for the dignity of 
others. 
 
She further stated that human rights 
education was essential to the realization 
of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and contributed significantly to 
promoting equality, preventing conflict 
and human rights violations and 
enhancing participation and democratic 
processes. 

 
To make this a reality and foster good 
practices, the World Programme seeks to 
promote a common understanding of 
basic principles and methodologies of 
human rights education, to provide a 
concrete framework for action and to 
strengthen partnerships and cooperation 
from the international level down to the 
grass roots. 
 
She reminded that the World Programme 
is structured in consecutive phases, since 
2005, the first phase (2005-2009) focusing 
on human rights education in the primary 
and secondary school systems; the second 
(2010-2014) on higher education and on 
human rights training programmes for 
teachers and educators, civil servants, law 
enforcement officials and military 
personnel, while still on-going until end of 
2019, the third phase (2015-2019) focuses 
on strengthening the implementation of 
the first two phases and promoting 
human rights training for media 
professionals and journalists. 
 
Ms Sanchez-Moretti gave then a summary 
of the Report 39/35 summarizing the 
views collected by OHCHR thereof, 
following a consultation launched in 
March 2018. 
 
She underlined that the consultation 
results reflected the diversity of 
approaches and priorities of respondents, 
often based on specific national and 
regional contexts.  
 
Several respondents stressed that, during 
the fourth phase, all stakeholders should 
continue to implement the three previous 
phases. Some highlighted the importance 
of building on documented good practices 
and lessons learned from the previous 
phases; and exchanging experiences 
thereof.  
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The majority of respondents indicated 
youth as a priority for the fourth phase, 
for a variety of reasons, like:  
• Youth is a crucial period of 
personal development, when the 
individual develops values and beliefs and 
begins to experience what citizenship 
entails.  
• According to United Nations data 
(UNFPA), there are around 1.8 billion 
young people in the world today, the 
largest youth population ever, and that 
more than a third of the 169 targets of the 
Sustainable Development Goals drew 
attention to the role of young people and 
the importance of their empowerment, 
participation and well-being.  
• Young people play an important 
role as agents of change and are a driving 
force for human rights in capacity to 
mobilize their peers, including those 
belonging to marginalized and other 
groups and individuals in vulnerable 
situations. 
 
In light of the objective of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development of 
“leaving no one behind”, many 
respondents highlighted the importance 
of engaging with groups and individuals in 
vulnerable situations (migrants, refugees 
and displaced persons, indigenous 
peoples, persons with disabilities, 
religious minorities, persons deprived of 
their liberty, sexual minorities, the 
extreme poor, persons living in emergency 
housing, slums or micro-settlements or in 
geographically remote areas, and out-of-
school children). 
 
With regard to thematic areas, the 
responses were quite diverse, but some of 
the overarching thematic areas prevalent 
in many submissions were promoting 
education aimed at building inclusive and 
peaceful societies with a focus on 

equality, non-discrimination, inclusion and 
respect for diversity, and aligning the 
fourth phase with the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, and specifically 
with target 4.7 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. With regard to that 
target, some respondents highlighted the 
strategic importance of cooperation and 
coordination between OHCHR, UNESCO 
and the United Nations country teams. 
 
Various submissions expressed the 
importance of education in combatting 
intolerance and discrimination, which 
were increasing in parallel to growing 
migration and refugee movements around 
the world. Some submissions also pointed 
to the contribution made by human rights 
education to global citizenship education 
and a culture of peace in formal, non-
formal and informal settings at all levels, 
thereby helping to prevent conflict and 
human rights violations and mass 
atrocities. 
 
Ms Sanchez-Moretti stated that OHCHR 
received 48 submissions (including three 
joint submissions) from 52 respondents: 
13 Governments, 16 national human 
rights institutions, 20 civil society 
organizations and three individuals.  
 
She also noted that, on 6 March 2018, at 
the thirty-seventh session of the Human 
Rights Council, the NGO Working Group 
on Human Rights Education and Learning 
had organized a side event on the theme 
“World Programme for Human Rights 
Education: what focus for the fourth 
phase?” The event was co-sponsored by 
the States Platform on Human Rights 
Education and Training and the UNESCO 
Geneva Liaison Office. This event was well 
attended and it allowed different 
stakeholders to share their views and to 
support the work of OHCHR and of the 
States Platform.  
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M. Marcelo Daher Human Rights Officer, 
Human Rights and Economic Issues 
Section, Child and Youth Rights Team, 
OHCHR presented the OHCHR report on 
Youth and human rights and introduced 
the new UN strategy on youth. 
The OHCHR Report on Youth and Human 
rights was presented at the 39th session of 
HRC. It provides an overview of the 
international and regional human rights 
framework applicable to young people 
and describes the challenges and 
discrimination they encounter 
(A/HRC/39/33). 
 
Why are youth such a recurrent topic 
today? If one looks at the demographic 
realities, young people are the generation 
of our time: with 1.8 billion youth 
worldwide, it is the largest the world has 
ever seen. It is clear that there can not be 
Sustainable Development without them 
and no Development will be sustained if 
not for them.  
 
Young people due to their social, cultural 
and political mobility are powerful actors 
in societies, testing and challenging 
boundaries. Some statistics in the report 
highlight that they also face extremely 
serious challenges, for example: they are 
three times more likely to be 
unemployed; 71 million of people look but 
do not find work. When they do find work, 
they often have more precarious work 
conditions than for those in older ages 
and in absence of equal pay for equal 
work. 12.7 millions young people are 
migrants today and often travel 
unaccompanied and in precarious 
situations. Young people also constitute 
43% of the victims of homicides globally. 

They are the first victims of violence, 
armed conflicts and organized crimes. 

Young girls and women also face Sexual 
violence and complication of pregnancy, 
and childbirth are the second cause of 
mortality among young women and girls, 
despite this could be prevented. Globally 
adolescents are the only group where 
death due to HIV/AIDS has increased.  
 
The demographic explosion of youth also 
reflects global economic inequality. Young 
people have concentrated less resources 
to respond to their needs. The medium 
age of population in Niger is 15, in South 
Soudan 17, Yemen and Nigeria 18.  At the 
same time, in Denmark this age jumps at 
41, in Austria 44 and in Germany 46. 
There is an overlapping between young 
age and poverty. In this context OHCHR 
report underlines how limited is the 
participation in decision making of youth 
around the world. Only 1.65 % of 
parliamentarians are in their 20’s. The 
average age of Parliamentarians is 53.  
 
Young people also face challenges in 
terms of dignity: there is inconsistency in 
national legislation.  Young people are not 
old enough to drive, yet old enough to be 
a parent. They are not old enough to vote, 
yet old enough to be married. They are 
old enough to be pregnant but not old 
enough to be trusted and have access to 
sexual education and information of 
contraceptives.  
The child passage to adolescence or 
adulthood is not the child’s isolated 
responsibility, but it is a collective 
responsibility, including parents, schools, 
families and international community.  
 
Voices of youth are frequently repressed 
and under-represented in the political 
arena. Frustration and marginalization of 
youth are often at the root of the failure 
of efforts in promoting peace and 
economic development. 
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Thankfully, the topic is receiving greater 
attention within the UN over the last 
years. Some recent resolutions are 
indicators of this. In 2018, the UN 
Secretary General called for increased role 
of youth in peace negotiations and 
implementing peace agreements. The HRC 
resolution 3514 in 2017 called upon States 
to neglect abuse and violence and 
removing barriers related to social 
integration of youth. The UN Secretary 
General has identified working with and 
for young people as one of UN top 
priorities, and a new position as Secretary-
General's Envoy on Youth in New York has 
been created. A new strategy for youth 
will be also presented at the UN General 
Assembly around the three pillars of the 
UN: Peace and Security, Human Rights 
and Sustainable Development. 
 
One of the five priorities of this strategy is 
promoting and protecting the rights of 
young people and supporting their civic 
and political engagement. It recognizes 
the need to promote an understanding of 
the barriers that youth face in accessing 
their rights and promote the 
mainstreaming of rights of young people 
in the work of Human Rights mechanisms.  
An other main activity is increase UN 
efforts in promoting Human Rights 
Education and Training for youth, Global 
citizenship and Education for Sustainable 
Development without discrimination to 
foster a culture of civic awareness, 
voluntarism and a culture of peace and 
non-violence among young people.  
 
The key element of all initiatives is the 
recognition of young men and women as 
vital agents of change. They are never 
passive observers. In every society they 
are the ones challenging the boundaries, 
as student demonstrations show, for 
instance. Investing in young people is at 
the benefit of all, as demography explains. 

Acting in this sense is urgent. Promoting 
the rights of young people to take part in 
national and international affairs and 
freely express their views is nothing more 
than an obligation.  It is also an obvious 
action for any organization and 
government that aims to make a change.  
 
Elisa Gazzotti, Soka Gakkai International 
(SGI), Co-chair of the NGO Working 
Group on Human Rights Education – 
Interactive website of the exhibition on 
Human Rights Education introduced the 
website “Transforming lives: the power of 
Human Rights Education”, an open web 
resource”.   
 
In commemoration of the fifth 
anniversary of the adoption of the UN 
Declaration on Human Rights Education 
and Training, an exhibition was organized 
during the March 2017 session of the 
Human Rights Council, that showed how 
human rights education had transformed 
the lives of people. Its interactive version 
on a dedicated website was to be 
launched during the side-event. 
 
Ms Gazzotti explained that this tool was 
the result of a joint effort of several actors 
including Soka Gakkai International, the 
NGO WG on HREL, HRE2020 and the 
platform of Member States for Human 
Rights Education and Training. It also 
received invaluable support from the 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights.  So, why an interactive 
website and why now? 

The idea of creating an interactive website 
came last year in March after launching 
the exhibition titled: “Transforming Lives: 
The Power of Human Rights Education” at 
the UN Office in Geneva.  

https://www.power-humanrights-education.org/
https://www.power-humanrights-education.org/
https://www.power-humanrights-education.org/
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This website was created to further 
disseminate the content of the exhibition 
and to provide an open access and 
interactive resource. Although this Human 
Rights Education tool can be utilized by 
anyone, it aims at reaching especially 
young people in the hope that it would 
inspire them to make a difference and 
take action in their immediate 
environment. 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, and the target of the 4th phase of 
the World Programme, which will start 
from 2020, will be youth. More than one 
third of the 169 targets of the SDGs 
emphasize the crucial role of young 
people. There are about 1.8 billion young 
people (between the ages of 10 and 24) in 
the world today, the largest youth 
population ever, according to UN data. 

Youth today face innumerable challenges. 
Yet, if young people can exercise the skills 
and critical thinking they acquire through 
human rights education and training, they 
have the potential and strength to 
become powerful actors working to 
improve their communities. They may also 
find creative ways, including using social 
media, to work with their counterparts 
who face similar challenges, generate 
positive changes in their situations and 
expanding the network of people 
committed to overcoming discrimination, 
prejudice and hatred, contributing to 
build inclusive societies. 

This website provides useful resources in 
the hope that the users, especially youth, 
can acquire new perspectives and 
knowledge to realize their rights and 

promote a better future and environment 
in their own immediate communities. It is 
also our strong hope, that it will be used 
by teachers and NGO activists who are 
conducting human rights education and 
training. 

On the first page you can see and have 
access to different sections: What are 
Human Rights/ The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights/Why Human Rights 
Education now? / What is Human Rights 
Education?/Success Stories/Global Initia-
tives/Commitments by Governments/ 
Actions by Other Groups. 

Under success stories for instance, if you 
click on the button “learn more” you can 
see the world map with 5 case studies 
that present personal stories showing how 
people’s lives have changed through 
human rights education. If you click on 
Portugal for instance, you can discover the 
case of Apelação, a neighbourhood on the 
outskirts of Lisbon. This area has around 
650 children from the ages of 5 to 18. For 
several years, it was marked by low 
academic achievement and high levels of 
violence. This led the head teacher to 
decide to do something about the 
situation. When he implemented a new 
vision based on a “whole school” 
approach to human rights, this meant 
integrating human rights values into all 
aspects of school life; students started to 
take greater responsibility and they 
contributed to transform their school into 
a model of good practice. Antisocial 
behaviour decreased significantly and 
learning outcomes improved.  

You can also press the button “take 
action” where there are concrete actions 
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that all of us can undertake based on the 
idea that respecting, promoting and 
protecting human rights begins with 
developing our own understanding and 
skills, taking small steps in our immediate 
environment. 

For instance under the category “learn”, 
there are ideas of what you can do, for 
instance: Train a group of young people to 
teach the contents of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights to younger 
children in schools, youth organizations 
and to the general public. 

In addition, if you press the film button 
you have access to the movie titled “A 
Path to Dignity-the power of human rights 
education” launched by SGI in 2012 in 
partnership with OHCHR and HREA with 
subtitles in 7 languages. Furthermore if 
you click on exhibition you have the 
possibility to view and download all the 
panels.  

This is currently the first phase of the 
project, during which we plan to test it, 
disseminating it through our network and 
our partners network, to further develop 
it and finding ways to measure the impact. 

Remarks and questions from the floor 
 
Sneh Aurora, Representative of Human 
Rights Education 2020 (HRE 2020), a 
global coalition of NGOs aiming at 
promoting efforts in monitoring and 
implementation of HRE commitments.  
It is a very challenging time. News is full of 
stories of prejudices and attacks on 
migrants and refugees, discrimination 
against religious minorities. This is not 
only from extremist groups but also from 
governments on social media. Time has 
come to foster positive attitudes among 
youth to appreciate diversity and 

differences and build society that respect 
human dignity and values. We know the 
Power of HRE to develop a culture of HR 
and build peaceful and inclusive societies 
and the obligation of governments to 
provide HRE to all, including young 
people. When we include HRE it is not 
only educating young people about their 
HR but it is also their responsibility and we 
should empower them to take action, to 
build more peaceful societies within both 
formal and non-formal education.  
HRE2020 is proud to support the website: 
it makes HRE exhibition more accessible 
to a wider audience. In the context of the 
fourth phase it would be important 
considering translating the website and 
develop a guide for teachers. 
 
Hisahi Saito (Juventum) and (Global 
Students organisation) highlighted the 
problem is of mobilizing students in a 
scientific field, which is difficult. He said it 
was crucial to mobilize young people and 
not shouting all the time. It is important to 
spot the risks of Human Rights situation 
and monitor with a survey the knowledge 
of Human Rights around the world. 
 
Mireille Barbier (ONG Hope international) 
asked whether it would be possible to 
have a French translation of the 
interactive website. 
 
Valerie Bichelmeier, Make Mothers 
Matter (MMM) asked how it could be 
possible to insert HRE in the context of 
families? 
 
Answers:  
 
Claire de Lavernette answered that HRE 
was important in informal education 
context and that HRE began in families, 
which could then have a strong impact. 
She added that human rights education 
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belongs to inclusive education, as 
mentioned by OHCHR and UNESCO.   
 
Gianna Moretti (OHCHR) said that it was 
crucial reaching parents through schools, 
and especially through parents’ 
associations, since they had a critical role 
to play in this respect 
 
Elisa (SGI) mentioned that it was possible 
to go on the website where the family was 
included under « actions by other 
groups ». 
 
The side-event resumed one hour sharp 
later, and Claire de Lavernette thanked all 
panellists and participants for their 
interesting presentations and 
participation.   
 

 


