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Thank you Mr. President 

I speak on behalf of the 12 organizations of the NGO Working Group on Human 

Rights Education and Learning. 

In January 2020 began the fourth phase of the World Programme for Human Rights 

Education, focusing on youth. The Plan of Action adopted unanimously during the 

42nd session of this Council provides for very specific objectives.  

Beyond the setting of principles, these objectives set the goal of reviewing existing 

education legislation to expressly include human rights education. Going further 

than just adapting state legislation, the objectives call for the development of policies 

that will make human rights education effectively accessible to all without any 

discrimination in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and 

particularly target 4.7 of the Sustainable Develoment Goals. Specifically, the Plan 

of Action aims to make human rights training a criterion for State licensing or 

certification for teaching personnel. In other words, we are  setting our focus on 

making human rights education for, by and with young people a living reality within 

the education systems of the member-States present here today. 

Our working group would like to remind states that human rights education with 

youth is not a tick box exercise, but rather a necessary condition to prevent human 

rights violations and abuses, achieve peaceful, inclusive and just societies. 

Recognizing that “the promotion and protection of human rights and the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda are interrelated and mutually reinforcing,”1 

effective coordination among all actors involved is crucial. Our NGO Working 

Group on Human Rights Education and Learning is fully ready to make meaningful 

contributions in this regard. Thank you Mr President 

 

 

 

 

 
1 UN General Assembly, Resolution 37/24, “Promotion and protection of human rights and the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” March 23, 2018, 

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/37/24. 


